Putting the spin on wind
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clear there is little in place now that can slow ESsentially, it proposes the State Corpora- The special subcommittee meets again Nov.
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fray of state politics and interest-group mainals. S gnergy’
neuvering for at least a couple of years and, as Once those places are identified, if the land-
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m A push for state renewable portfolio stanMakers, but believes Wagner is looking fof@ ? an rl]nanevv_ onhgomery ounty, hase
dards from the Chesapeake Climate Actiofiéchanisms that would help identify feasiblgSolution that requires the county o purchase
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ute to the escalating demand for electricity. ‘{par;es. {CCAN: ors includ
. think he’s trying to watch out for Virginia's ~<0M€0 S Supporters Include names
Energy po"Cy proposed future energ{/ n?aeds » Schrad said. g familiar to Highlanders, like Mitch King of

A special legislative subcommittee on en-" 5,0 ¢ the problems utilities have alway©'d Mill Power Co. and Alden Hathaway of
ergy policy (under the Virginia Coal and Eny .+ ic that installing power plants, and thEnvironmental Resources Trust. Both have
ergy Commission) met Nov. 9 and reviewed g, s ission lines they need results almoBgen strong supporters of Highland New Wind
bill drafted by Sen. Frank Wagner (R—\ﬁrginiaalways in opposition from the folks who ard2€velopment; both are Virginia Wind Energy
Beach). . . __going to have to live near it, and look at itCollaborative partners. ,

The proposal outlines nine energy objecy | always hear someone say, ‘| don't want CCAN's report, released last week, is a
tives and charges Virginia's Department of . my back yard, but everyoné wants to usg0st-benefit analysis, and concludes Virginia
Mines, Minerals and Energy with devempin%lectricity » Sehrad said. “There are three miishould implement renewable portfolio stan-
a plan to implement the policy. lion households in Virginia who want power,”dards mandating that 15-20 percent of elec-

But there's one particular section that . soc aiready has the power to trumiCity come from renewable sources by 2015.
alarms Highland County residents and lang; .., |and use laws when it comes to transzCAN claims that would result in up to $30



million in savings for consumers and busi- In the meantime, CCAN (which had not
nesses over the next decade. participated in the stakeholders’ group but had
There are differences of opinion, howeveheen working with some of the individuals
about quantifying what kind of economic beninvolved) forged ahead with its own study.
efit RPS have statewide. CCAN spokesperson Diana Dascalu re-
CCAN believes any analysis of “green enleased a preview of its report to a few people,
ergy” benefits would not be complete withoutncluding Highland resident Rick Webb who
including potential savings gleaned from rehad asked about it several weeks ago.
ducing fossil fuels and other issues that ben- She explained to him CCAN'’s report was
efit the environment. “meant to combat whatever findings are go-
A different study commissioned byingto come out of the (Virginia Tech study) ...
Virginia’'s Commission on Electric Utility that was commissioned by the CEUR.”
Restructuring will not take those potential en- Dascalu said the stakeholders’ group “came
vironmental financial benefits into accountlose to agreeing on a 15 percent RPS with
because there are a number of people wliiwe utilities and then Dominion pulled their
believe they cannot be adequately quantifiedupport at the last minute, before a bill was to
be introduced into the General Assembly.”

The seed discussion CCAN felt the Virginia Tech study, which

Last year, a group of various state-level@s npt ygt been released, would not address
“stakeholders” began talks about an RPS. P4ne “Pig picture.” o
ticipants included folks from Appalachian CCAN'S report is sure to have its critics,
Power Co., Dominion Virginia Power, Envi-MOst of whom are still dllgestlng thg material
ronmental Resources Trust, Highland Ne@"d data used to reach its conclusions.
Wind Development, and the Sierra Club
among others. What next?

The group’s facilitator was August As federal, state, semi-public, and private
Wallmeyer. His remarks last November indi-organizations and agencies jockey for position
cated the group’s diversity resulted in severalr issue conclusions on energy policy in Vir-
major differences of opinion. Those who repginia, Highland residents won't be the only
resented renewable energy companies andes trying to keep track of which group does
environmental groups generally advocated amhat.

RPS in Virginia. Electric utility and coopera- With huge amounts of money on the line
tive representatives, however, felt there wer@nd the perception of political gain to be had
too many unanswered questions to mandabg supporting “green energy,” there is tremen-
standards just yet. dous pressure being exerted to move this pro-

After four meetings and considerable diseess along quickly. Broad generalities often
cussion, Wallmeyer wrote, there was “generakerve as facts, because facts about wind en-
agreement that increased use of renewableseirgy from any point of view are still few and
Virginia would provide various benefits, butfar between.
current cost/benefit analyses do not exist to It's going to get complicated and emotional,
guantify them. For example, there are claimisut whatever comes out in the wash is certain
of health, economic, employment and othap affect the backyards of all Highland resi-
benefits arising from increased use of renevdents one way or another. And certainly, those
able energy sources, but little documentatioof all Virginians.
exists to substantiate the claims.” © Now. 18, 2005, Anne Adams, Recorder

There was also general agreement that so Publishing of Va. Inc.
far, power from renewables is more expensive
than that provided by traditional sources.

One thing they apparently all agreed on,

Wallmeyer stated, was that “more information

is needed about the purported benefits of in-
creased use of renewable energy within
Virginia’s restructured market before legisla-

tion should be proposed.”

The group concluded a good, independent
study of the costs and benefits should be con-
ducted, and commissioned Virginia Tech’s
Center for Coal and Energy Research to do
that.



